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COVID-19

Only three months ago when writing Page 1 for the Winter Specialist virtually
no one had even heard of this virus. Today it is wreaking havoc throughout the
world. Stamp shows have, of course, suffered from cancellations/postponements.
PHILITALIA MUNCHEN was the first I had heard of, shut down after one day.
Others have followed nearly every day since. The latest casualty is the APS Great
American Stamp Show, which should have taken place in Hartford, CT from August
20-23. There are mentions of COVID-19 throughout this issue. Some stamps/postal
cards mentioned in this issue have not been issued as planned. Spring is always
thought of as a time of renewal and joy, but this year an insidious virus has extended
Winter, at least psychologically. We all love collecting, it is important to us, but
nowhere near as important as our family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors. 1
trust you are all in good health and remain so. If we follow the new rules of
social-distancing, then each day will bring us closer to the return of a more normal
life. At present, however, it looks as if this current disruption to our lives will
continue at some level for an uncertain period. In which case-

Budte dobre a pecujte,
Budte dobre a opatrny,

Be well and take care. Keith Hart
TABLE OF CONTENTS
AUTHOR PAGE
Perfins in the Lands of Czechoslovakia......... Richard G. Palaschak..... 3
Hrad€any Postal Stationery Card (Part I)...... Robert Lauer................. 4
Johan Sevenhuijsen
Welcome to the new SCP Newsletter.............cccooovvviiiieeeiiiiiiieeeeeeeennn, 13
Exhibit Plan for the Bohemia........................ Alan Hanzl..................... 14
& Moravia Protectorate
Philatelic NEWS & VIBWS........ccoveiiieeeeeeeeee e 21
President’s Report..........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, Lou Svoboda................. 23
Focus on COVErS.......cooeeeveeeiieeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeann Keith Hart...................... 26
New Issues - Slovakia...........cccoeeeevvneeeinnnnnnnn. Keith Hart...................... 28
New Issues - Czech Republic...........c............ Keith Hart...................... 34
Available Publications............coouueiiiiiiiie e 42




THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Here is a list of all benefits to which SCP members in good standing are entitled.
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PERFINS IN THE LANDS OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA
by Richard G. Palaschak

Perfins are stamps that have been perforated
with designs, initials, or numerals by private
businesses and government agencies to
discourage theft and misuse. During our Society’s
annual Board meeting in Sarasota, FL, SCP
member Jerry Hejduk proposed the establishment
of a Perfin Study Group within the Society. The
purpose of the Group is to provide a forum for
members to share information, trade or sell
stamps with perfins, and learn more about this
niche of Czechoslovak philately through collective
research.

As with other philatelic aspects of the lands
encompassing  the First  Republic  of
Czechoslovakia, the philatelic history follows the
rich political history of the country. As a result,
Austrian stamps (Figure 1) and Hungarian
stamps (Figure 2) are known to have perfins from
businesses located within the boundaries of what
was to become the First Republic. During the
period of the First Republic (1918-1939) numerous
companies were using postage stamps with
perfins. Some were elegant (Figure 3) and some
were utilitarian (Figure 4). During World War II
companies continued using perfins both in
Slovakia (Figure 5) and in Bohemia & Moravia
(Figure 6). There are over one thousand perfin
patterns that have been identified as being used
within the lands encompassing Czechoslovakia.

Following up on Jerry Hejduk’s proposal, we
reached out to our counterpart society in the
Czech Republic, Svaz Ceskych Filatelistii (SCF),
to determine if a perfin club existed within their
society. They do indeed have a Perfin Club with
about 60 members from the Czech Republic and
Slovakia. This Perfin Club publishes a quarterly
bulletin, Perfiny, which can be obtained via the
internet by their members. This electronic
periodical can be translated into English using
Google Documents and Google Translate. We are
looking to coordinate our Study Group’s efforts
with those of the SCF Perfin Club.

The last catalog of Czechoslovak perfins in
general use was published in 1987. The Society
Library has a copy available for loan. There is an
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Figure 1. People's Newspaper, Brno,
Austrian Monarchy.

J EREDCTES ST

Figure 2. J. Palugyay and Son,
Pozsony, Hungarian Monarchy.

Figure 3. Adolf Jakob,
Liberec, Czechoslovakia.

Figure 4. Heinika, Prerov,
Czechoslovakia.

Figure 5. Bratislava General
Bank, Bratislava, Slovakia.
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English translation of the introduction that
makes the catalog easy to use. We were recently

informed by Vladimir Munzberger, Vice | | [gl&fat ] .:-...--..-?:-
Chairman of the SCF Perfin Club, that a new [§ ! B T S S

catalog is being prepared. The catalog is expected
to be available next year.

Jerry Hejduk has agreed to organize and lead
our Society’s Perfin Study Group. dJerry is the
former President of the U.S. Perfin Club. SCP
members interested in joining our Study Group should contact Jerry at
hejdukgr@gmail.com or P.O. Box 459, Altoona, FL 32702-0459.

Figure 6. Iron Company, Prag,
Bohemia & Moravia.

SOURCES:
Figure 1 and Figures 3-6 are from the collection of Richard G. Palaschak.
Figure 2 is from the collection of Vera Devlin.
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HRADCANY POSTAL STATIONERY CARDS (PART 1)

by Robert Lauer and Johan Sevenhuijsen

The Hradcany design used for the first Czechoslovak stamps was also used for
the first postal stationery after the provisional issue of overprinted Austrian postal
stationery cards. While there exists a veritable mountain of English-language
literature about the stamps, there has been very little published in English on the
Hradcany postal stationery. This dearth of accessible information became painful-
ly apparent as we set about the task of sorting out what we had in our own
accumulations of Hradéany postal stationery. The section on postal stationery in
Volume 1 of the Monografie, translated by Mark Wilson, provides a useful introduc-
tion, but some of the variations listed in this section left us scratching our collective
heads. Using the interactive indexes for Czechout from the Czechoslovak Philatelic
Society of Great Britain and The Czechoslovak Specialist, we could only find a
single article on the 20 h postal stationery cards in The Czechoslovak Specialist
from September/October 1992. Even the Pofis cataloging of this postal stationery,
which is by far and away the most detailed, leaves a little bit to be desired. The
origin of the dies for the Hrad¢any postal stationery cards also does not seem to be
particularly well understood. Volume 1 of the Monografie at page 96 states that:

“Near the end of their printing, some of the printing plates for the First Design 10
h, the 15 h, and the Fifth Design 20 h were cut into individual printing blocks, they
were used to print postal stationery.” With the exception of one of the plates used
to print the 15 h postal stationery cards, this was not the case.

This stationery and the imprinted stamp on it (or indicium, as it is properly
called) is definitely worthy of more attention; it represents a whole separate and
intriguing area of collecting. In this article, we limit ourselves to discussing the
postal stationery cards (hereafter referred to as postcards) and the postal statio-
nery lettercard issued with a Hrad¢any indicium. We will attempt to correct what
we see as errors in the existing English-language sources, in the Pofis catalog, and
provide some elaboration of the differences between and the origin of the dies for
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these items of postal stationery, as well as the major variations within each item.
Throughout, we will refer to the numbering scheme in the Pofis catalog.

Postcards of three different denominations (10, 15, and 20 haler) were issued,
reflecting the tariffs for postcards in the first three tariff periods (see table below).
Along with the regular postcards, double postcards (with paid-reply) were also
issued, as well as bilingual postcards with Czech and French texts, meant for
international use. Allin all, Pofis lists 23 different cards, issued between February
1919 and May 1920. All these will be discussed below.

Postcard Rates for Czechoslovakia 1918-1921
Effective from: Oct 28 19181 May 15 19191 Mar 15 1920 Aug 11920
Domestic 10h 15h 20 h 40 h
International 10 h 20 h 20 h 50 h
1 In the first and second tariff periods, mail for Germany and the countries of the former
Austro-Hungarian Empire (Austria, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Poland and West Ukraine) was
handled at the domestic rate, from March 15, 1920, mail to these countries fell under
international rates.

First Regular Issue - 10 h Cards with the ‘CSR’ Monogram

In the first tariff period (up to May 14, 1919), the tariff for both domestic and
international postcards was 10 haler. The indicium on these cards is the 10 h of
the Hradéany Design I (Captioned) and the cards have a CSR monogram over the
vertical line in the middle of the card. Cards for international use have
French/Czech text. The cards are listed in the Pofis catalog as:

Pofis# Denomination Use Date of issue listed
CDV7 10 h rose-red Domestic (Figure 1) February 6, 1919
CDV7A 10 h rose-red Domestic, perforated; February 6, 1919

sold in strips of attached cards,
separated by perforations,
for use in typewriters (Figure 4)

CDV8 10 h rose-red International card with Czech and February 6, 1919
French text. (Figure 2)
CDV9 10 h rose-red International, double card with paid- February 6, 1919
+10h rose-red reply (no domestic version of a double

card was issued so many of these double
cards were used as domestic) (Figure 3)

The earliest date of use we have found for one of the domestic 10 h cards (CDV7)
is February 17, 1919; the others are scarce in postally used condition.

The indicia found on these cards give a clear insight into the production process.
There is a large variety of differences in the details of these imprinted stamps, as
is the case with the stamps of the same design. In fact, the “negative flaws,” which
are shared by stamps from the same positions for different plates, can be found on
the postcards too. This proves that the indicia for these cards were produced from
two plates produced from the same negative as the four plates used to print the
stamps. Krampl and Nikl (see “Literature”) called these Plates V and VI and
described many specific characteristics for the various positions. Etched plates
were made using the same techniques as for stamp plates and those were then cut
up into separate dies to be used for printing postcards (and also other postal
stationery with the same denomination). This means these postcards can be

“plated,” just as the normal stamps can be. Figure 5 illustrates stamps from
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Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4
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Figure 5

Position 1 from Plates IIT and IV and indicia from cards printed with dies from
Position 1 of Plates V and VI. All four images have the same “crossbar through the
3rd tower” and “gap in the frame-line below the 1st branch of the bush.”

These cards are not only slightly different in the details of the indicia, but also
in the position of the monogram in relation to the line below it and by breaks in the
lines. Closer study reveals that, in some cases, the same die was used in different
types of stationery, which means the printing plates for the stationery were made
up of separate units (indicium, monogram, lines) which could be assembled and
disassembled as needed. The Monografie states that these cards were printed in
sheets of 32 (4 across and 8 down) or 16 for the double cards (4 across and 4 down).
This is supported by a Makulatur pane that we have seen. Several different
printing plates must have been assembled for the regular postcards (for different
printing runs at different times) as the number of different indicia found is much
greater than 32. The present count is that CDVO07 cards have been found with 93
different indicia, which would mean a minimum of three different printing plates.
Separate plates must have been made for the international and double cards. The
same dies were also used for various other types of postal stationery, such as
parcel cards, money order cards and telegraph forms. As with the Hradc¢any
stamps, the printing of this issue of postcards was done by the Czech Graphics
Union in Prague.

Figure 6

CESKOSLOVENSEA POSTOVNI SPRAVA :
ADMINISTRATION DES POSTES DE LA REPUBLIQUE TCHECO-SLOVAQUE

¢ - DOPISNICE | CARTE POSTALE

i '!J

Figure 7
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Second Regular Issue: 10 h without the CSR Monogram

A second similar set of postcards, also with a 10 h denomination, was issued a
few months later. At first glance the difference is clear in that the color of printing
is different (more lilac-red) and the monogram is missing (Figure 11). An associat-
ed lettercard was also issued. These cards are listed in the Pofis catalog as:

1 CESKOSLOVENSEA POSTONVNI SERAVA
SDMNISTRATION DES POSTES DR LA HEPGRLIQUE! TCHECO:2LGY,

DOPISNICE CARTE P

SE ZAVLACENOU ORPOVED! AVEC REPD}

Honsieur i

ACLRUrEBOUDITOYE & T

B oy S a7 el gl

--u-;_--;u.- saseselpspontirassilaliiay ALk sRA e iy VAL Cou R e :. ....-_ M
dox 22!.- Belgique.~delsie

Figure 8

ADMINISTRATION DES POSTES DE LA REPUBLIQUE T°
DOPISNICE
onp‘ovﬁb ;
. '/od;% ._
c* @ ST =
o
v G -
&{ ) B
6‘% u%% -
2% z
Y,

Figure 9
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Pofis# Denominations Use Date of issue listed
CDV10 10h lilac-red Domestic (Figure 6) April 1919
CDV11 10 hlilac-red Domestic double card with paid-reply (cards April 1919
+10 h lilac-red bear no indication of being part of a double-card)
CDV12 10 hlilac-red International card with Czech and French text April 1919
(Figure 7)
CDV 13 10h lilac-red International double card with paid-reply April 1919

+10h lilac red with Czech and French text, also indicating
“with paid response” and “response” in text
on the card (Figures 8 and 9)
CZL1 20h blue-green Domestic lettercard (Figure 10) February 1919
The earliest date of use we have found for one of the 10 h domestic cards
(CDV10) is April 12, 1919; the others are scarce in postally used condition. For

the lettercard, the earliest one we have found is used March 27, 1919.

Figure 10

In addition to the different color, the indicium on these cards is not the same
as that used in the First Regular Issue; the most easily identified difference is
the placement of the hdcek between “S” and “T” in “POSTA” (see Figure 12).

Figure 11

Unlike the 10 h cards with
the CSR monogram, the print-
ing of this issue took place in
the State Printing Works in
Vienna. The dies are in the
Prague Postal Museum (Fig-
ure 13). These dies are much
more uniform in detail and
were most likely produced dif-
ferently, not from a negative, but probably reproduced from one original cast.
As an aside, this same type of indicium was also used to print parcel cards
CPP1, CPP11, and CDP1.

Figure 12
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These postcards were only issued in April

Figure 13

1919 and the first tariff period ended on May
14, so use of these cards without additional
franking is quite scarce. All post offices were
ordered to affix extra stamps to all postcards
still in stock to comply with the new tariffs;
postcards could only be sold at these new
rates. This also affected stocks of the first
issue (with Monogram), which are also most-
ly found used with additional franking in the
second tariff period. (Vestnik ministerstva post a
telegrafu #17 [1919].

Special Issue: The Hutchinson Cards

In July 1919, a special set of three 20 h post-
cards was issued, the so-called “Hutchinson cards.’
These were made especially for Czechoslovak citizens
to contact relatives in the USA in order to receive aid
under the provisions of the Act of Congress of February
24, 1919 establishing the American Relief Administra-
tion to provide post-war support to Europe. The cards

4

have relevant text and show a small size CSR monogram. The indicium on the
card has a value of 20 haler, the rate for international postcards in the second
tariff period. These cards are listed in the Pofis Catalog as:

Pofis # Denomination Texts Dates of issue
listed
CDV16A 20 h red Czech and English (Figure 14) July 1919
CDV16B 20 h red Slovak and English (Figure 15) July 1919
CDV16C 20 h red Czech, English, and German (Figure 16) July 1919
Naplite ve viasinim zaJmu obé adresy zcela ‘512 DOPISNICE
zietelné.
POST-CARD
UPOZORNENL Hodli-li piijemee této dopisnice zaslali penize
soukromé osobé v Ceskoslovenské republice, nechf odevzds
tuto dopmmﬂ kierékoliv bance ve svem h\ldlmll Pokud tato
banka jeSté neni poudena, dlufne ji upozorniti, #e penéini zd-
gilky do Ceskoslovenské republiky obstariva i The American
Relief Administration for Czechoslovakia 115
Broadway, New York City,
NOTICE. This eard is jssued by the Prague Braneh (7 Mi- Ve = i
kuldisks, Prague) of the Ameriean Relief Administration ope- A J"“ Fiddh FlgUre 14
valing wnder et of Congress of Feb % [is purpose
B8 0{?“‘!&“\ authorize 0 allow individuals in Czechaslo-
vikia Lo communicate with individuals in the U. 5. The-U. 5
banks whose cllents desire to send personal remiltances to’ T e P L R e e ot
czechoslovak individusls can obtain full information from 4
he American Relief Adminisiration for Czecho-
slovakia, 115 Broadway, New York Ciiy.
IR i litiaivononirint sinsss e i o aia s T R
L e S P e S M O o S o
FREE o lira et i s LT S A
U.S. AMERICA
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DO POZORU. Ak prijemes teito dopisnice chee zaslal pe-
nipge sikromine] e v Ceskuslovenske] republike, nech
odavzds bitw depsaion kiorejkolvek banke v svojoin bydli-
skuy  Nakol'ko bite baska cite je nic poufend, treba ju
uparornif, fe peiining wdnielby do Ceakoslovenske] republiky
starive The American Relief Administratlon for
Caechoslovaltia, 115 Breadway, New York City.

NOTICE. This card is issued by the Pregue Braach (7 Mi-
Jeubiinka, Prague) of the American Relicl Administration upe-
rabing nndes act of Cumgress of Feb. 24, 1019, Js purposes
wu officially aulboriesd, iv to allow individuats in Crechiogho-
vakia Lo enmmnieate wilh indeiduals io the U 5. The U 5.
Banks whose clieats desice to send persenal remitiances to
czeechoslavak individuals can obtuin foll information fram
The Amerlcan Helicf Adminbiration for Czecho-
slovakia, 115 Broadway, New York.hﬂ
3 5

&

v W

Napziil:k\lr‘l:l;hdnom- zdujme obe adresy zccla fﬁE{ DOPIS N.ICI-\

POST-CARD

These cards (at least A and C) can be rather easily found in mint condition.
Used for their intended purpose, they are very rare, probably because recipients in
the USA had to turn in their cards to the bank if they remitted money to Czechoslo-
vakia through this program. Some of these cards have been seen used for regular
international correspondence.

Naplite ve viasiim zijmu obé adresy sccla m DOPISNICE

Belde Adresien sind I clgenem [nleredse leser-
lich su schreiben.

POST-CARD
POSTKARTE

pejemen bt dusg
shovenske republic,

e ———

. weni , dlluna ji upazorni A
silley do Crskoslovensks republicy nbhlarivi The American
Relief for 115
Broadway, New York City,

. This card is issued by the P

rwechaslounk full information {rom
The America: Lief Adminlm-anon for cclm
dlovekia, 115 Broadway, New York Chy.

ZUR BEACHTUNG. Falls det Empfinger disver Postkarls o
vine i der Cechuduykinlien Republic befindlichs Prival-
pecion. Geld an_weraend uss er dieseln

ook seines Womortes Lh (e Buok noeh

R uhik The Amer!can

ety misss ihr mit
nch ‘l.., Cohaslawnki
Relict

Blaadwa ¥, New Yark City il welelhe die e
livhen Instruktimnen dber Verlangen erteibon wi

Adresas - Address: - dudressz)

Mésto

Fe parisnad o
i

acliroe.

Stadt: - e A s A

Srif
Staak:

U. §. AMERICA

Figure 16

CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLLC

At first glance, the indicium on these cards looks like the 20 h stamps of the
Fifth (Abstract) Design. However, on closer inspection, the indicium differs in a
number of significant respects from that of the regular 20 h stamps of this design
(Figure 17). The differences are clear once you look for them, but harder to describe.
The size is marginally larger, 27x23mm vs. 26.5x22mm for the regular stamps.
While the 4th spirals are both Type II (closed), the flaw (the incomplete white line)
at the top of the right side of the right dove’s tail in the Fifth Design is clearly
absent. The most noticeable difference in the design is the shading in the right
dove, which is blotchy in this design. The numerals are closer together and the
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Figure 17

shape of the letters in “CESKO-SLOVENSKA” is also slightly different. The
variations in the details of the indicium in this design indicate that here again a
plate was cut up, but that this plate must have been made from a different negative
from that used for the 20 h stamps.

The Monografie refers to the design for the indicium for these cards as the
‘Third Modification of the Second Mucha Draft”, shown in Figures 118 and 118a
(page 85) in Volume 1. This was in fact a stage in the design process which
ultimately led to the Fifth (Abstract) Design stamps.

There is a reference on page 248 of the Monografie that confirms this link to
the Hutchinson Cards:

¢

Postcards with Czech/English text, Slovak/English text, as well as
Czech/English/German text used for a specific purpose (remittanc-
es from the USA), were issued in 1919 on the initiative of Lincoln
Hutchinson, the head of the United States Mission in Prague (fig.
269). These are especially interesting as the dies used for them had
the design of the third
modification of the sec-
ond draft (with its bold
description and design);
it has not otherwise been
used.

The last statement in this
paragraph from the Monografie
is not quite correct, as we will
demonstrate later in this article.

In their article “Correspon-
dence Cards — The 20 h
Hradéany Type V” in the
September/October 1992 issue of
The  Czechoslovak  Specialist,
Tomas Morovics and dJaroslav
Cernohlavek designate the indici-
um based on this “Third Modifica-
tion of the Second Mucha Draft’
as “Type Vb” to distinguish it
from the variation of the Fifth Figure 18
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Draft used for the 30 h, which is commonly referred to as “Va,” and the regularly
issued postage stamps of the Fifth (Abstract Design). We will adopt this number-
ing scheme, but will refer to this design as “Design Vb.” However, this Design Vb
indicium actually precedes the regular Design V image for the 20 h postage stamps
in the design process. This fits with the issuance of the stamps of this design, as
these cards were issued in July 1919, which more or less coincides with the earliest
issue of stamps of this design (the 5 h, 15 h, 25 h, 75 h, and 120 h denominations).
The 20 h stamps of this design were issued much later, in January 1920.

Figure 18 shows a marginal block of a proof print of the 20h value in this
Design Vb, used on these cards, which also demonstrate at least one complete plate
was made in this design. It is a speculative theory, but it might be that this plate,
with the denomination 20 h, was produced somewhere around May 1919 to judge
the suitability of the design for the new stamps to be issued. Some further
adaptations of the design were then undertaken, leading to the definitive Fifth
(Abstract) Design for the stamps (issued from June 1919 onwards). When in June
or July 1919 the need came up for 20 haler indicium for the special postcard issue,
utilizing this existing plate was a very easy way to produce them.

(To be continued in the Summer 2020 Specialist)

TO THE NEW SCP NEWSLETTER
On May 1, 2020 the first edition of the e-newsletter was published and sent
to every member’s email address. Having a newsletter published monthly
will allow us to keep members up to date on news between the quarterly
issues of The Specialist. If you did not receive a copy, please contact Marisa
Galitz at mmaqalitz@gmail.com. Please also ensure that your spam filters

allow emails originating from scp.specialist@gmail.com.

COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH THE CZECHOSLOVAK
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN

Check out our sister organization, the Czechoslovak Philatelic Society of
Great Britain, at their website: www.cpsgb.org.uk, and through their
Membership Secretary, Hans van Dooremalen at cpsgbl@gmail.com.

Their publication Czechout and our Specialist have little duplication in
content. In addition, under a new agreement the two societies have arranged for
payment of your CPSGB dues to our SCP Treasurer without having to worry
about foreign currency or sending it to the UK. So why not have more fun, become
a member of both societies! CPSGB dues are $10 for digital, $35 for printed
copies by airmail or $28 for printed copies by surface. Payment can be made via
Paypal to sales@csphilately.org or by check to SCP, ¢/o0 Tom Cossaboom, PO Box
4124, Prescott, AZ 86302.
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An Exhibit Plan
for the Bohemia & Moravia Protectorate

by Alan Hanzl

After just 20 years of existence, the Czechoslovak nation was confronted with
the Munich Pact, initiated by Germany and signed by Italy, Great Britain and
France on September 30, 1938. Its provisions effectively partitioned Czechoslovakia
within five and a half months, resulting in the creation of the German Protectorate
of Bohemia & Moravia on March 15, 1939.

To tell the philatelic story of Bohemia & Moravia, I chose to present the 94
regular issues and 28 semi-postal stamps created for and used throughout the six
year and two month existence of the Protectorate.

Printing formats and errors, color variations, plate numbers/symbols, and most
important of all, examples of use of those issues on covers and cards were displayed
according to the following outline plan.

1. Partitioning of Czechoslovakia, October 1938- March 1939
1.1 Munich Pact Effect 1.2 Slovakia Separation

2. Czech Regular Issues & Provisional Overprints, March 1939- December 1939
2.1 Existing Czech Regular Issues 2.2 Provisional Overprints

3. Czechoslovak Designs, July 1939- March 1943
3.1 Castles, Churches & Cities I 3.5 Castles, Churches & Cities II1

3.2 Linden Leaves I 3.6 Dvorak Issue
3.3 Castles, Churches & Cities I 3.7 Prague Fair Issue
3.4 Linden Leaves IT 3.8 Protectorate 3rd Anniversary

4. Early Semi-Postal Designs, June 1940- December 1942
4.1 1940 Red Cross Issue 4.4 Hitler 53rd Birthday
4.2 1941 Red Cross Issue 4.5 1942 Red Cross Issue
4.3 Mozart Issue

5. Hitler & 1943 Regular Issues, July 1942-March 1945
5.1 Hitler Regular Issue 5.3 Wagner Issue
5.2 Stamp Day Issue

6. Late Semi-Postal Designs, January 1943- May 1945

6.1 Winter Relief 6.5 Protectorate 5th Anniversary
6.2 Hitler 54th Birthday 6.6 Hitler 55th Birthday
6.3 Heydrich Issue 6.7 Smetana Issue

6.4 1943 Red Cross Issue

7. Final Regular Issues & Liberation Overprints, November 1944- May 1945
7.1 Saint Vitus Cathedral Issue 7.3 Liberation Overprints
7.2 Hitler Regular Issue 7.4 Czechoslovakia Reunited

The speed at which the partitioning occurred created a challenge to maintain
an effective postal system. Sections 1.2 and 2.1 cover an important transition
period in which existing Czechoslovak stamps were permitted for a time, including
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Figure 1

three adjustments (Figure 1), and subsequently | BOHMEN u. MAHREN
overprinted while supplies lasted. Those 19 provisional
overprints (section 2.2), are displayed with the typical
errors, demonstrating the difficulties with a rushed | &ecHy a MmoRAVA
overprinting process. The bilingual overprint design
(Figure 2) with the German name on top and the Czech Figure 2

name on the bottom, along with the horizontal lines obliterating
CESKOSLOVENSKO, give clear evidence of the region’s new name and the level
of control. Displayed covers and postal cards show censor labels and tapes,
inspection stamps and numbers, demonstrating how the new level of control effected
any communication within the Protectorate and outside of it, including destinations
as close as Germany proper and the new puppet state of Slovakia (Figure 3).

To help maintain local population assimilation into the Protectorate concept,
Czechoslovak scenery designs (castles, churches and cities) from several 1930s
issues and a new linden leaves design were used to dominate the regular issues for
the first four years of the Protectorate (sections 3.1-3.5). A total of 27 scenery and
11 linden leaves stamps, all valid for use until March 31, 1943, were designed by
Czechoslovak designers and engravers. Two of the 1941 scenery stamps, 1.20K and
2.50K, were overprinted with an eagle over a swastika celebrating the Protectorate’s
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Figure 3
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Figure 4

3rd anniversary, section 3.8 (Figure 4). Only

two additional regular issue stamp sets of

Czech designs, Antonin Dvorak and Prague

Fair, were introduced and valid only during
the latter part of 1941 (sections 3.6 — 3.7).

Two printing sheet formats and two plate

symbols are of particular interest to the
scenery design sets. For the larger issues,

Figure 5

measuring 23.5x29.5mm, two 16 x 7
rectangular arrangements, each with 100
stamps and 12 coupon areas (Figure 5), were
utilized to print the stamps. Some of the
coupon areas received newly introduced plate
symbols with up to three of the two different

star symbols on each of the coupon areas
(Figure 6). Both symbols were 8-point stars

Figure 6

with either a 4-point cross or similar 8-point star blank interior. The color of these
stars matched the single color of the stamp issue. The smaller scenery stamps above
1K denomination also received the star symbols, while smaller denominations
received numbers, from 1 and 1A up to 6 and 6A, just as the similar Czechoslovak

issues of the 1930s had received.

—— —

POSTOVNI ZNAMKY

ING. B. PALECEK

HOVINKY VE VELKEM | MALEM

FPRAHA X -26.

Figure 7
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After Germany success-
fully invaded and occupied
Poland during September 1939,
and France in June 1940, the
occupied territories often reveal
examples of mixed franking
that were successfully deliv-
ered within those territories.
The commercial cover in Figure
7 was franked with Protector-
ate scenery design, German
and General Government (occu-
pied Poland) stamps. The
Czech scenery and linden
leaves designs were both plen-
tiful and popular through the
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end of 1942. I chose to include over 50
covers, postcards and parcel cards using
various stamp combinations in sections 3.1
-3.5 to reflect that popularity.

Only a few semi-postal designs,
primarily Red Cross and cultural subjects,
appeared during this assimilation period
(sections 4.1-4.5). The surcharge was
generally less than the postal value of each
stamp during this period. The checkerboard
design of 50 stamps and 50 coupons from a
10 x 10 printing arrangement was used for
the first three semi-postal sets (Figure 8).
The only plate number, 1942, for this group
was placed at the bottom left and right
margin corners of the two 1942 Red Cross
The semi-postal issues were
typically available and valid for only a few

months. They were not popular with the Czech populace because of the additional

cost and Nazi dominated themes.

After the assassination of Reinhard Heydrich, the Gestapo chief of the
Protectorate, in May 1942, and the collapse of the Stalingrad campaign in January

1943, control over and treatment of the
Protectorate populace and the stamp
issue designs dramatically changed.
The regular issue designs of section 3
were replaced primarily by a 22 stamp

set featuring Adolf Hitler’s profile |

image (Figure 9) from a photo taken by
Heinrich Hoffman (section 5.1).
Issued July 1, 1942, the stamp set

Figure 9

remained valid until the end of the Protectorate. I displayed 20 covers and cards
because of the dominance of this set for the last 30 months of the Protectorate.

Only two additional regular

issue sets, one Stamp Day
and three Wilhelm Wagner
stamps were issued until
late November 1944. Those
issues were valid for only a
few months during 1943
(sections 5.2 — 5.3).

The late semi-postal
designs introduced after
1942 were dominated by
punitive  Nazi  control
themes and exorbitant
surcharges (sections 6.1 —

CENNY DOPIS
obsah ¥ ceni

s —

BASIKA 1~

Fan Xarel

a_ IV., _
Fohofelee &p.
111,

6.7). The Heydrich issue

Figure 10
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had a 60h postal value with a 4.40K surcharge, while the 1943 Red Cross issue had
a 1.20K postal value with an 8.80K surcharge! The 5th Protectorate anniversary
set had surcharges of 3.80K, 10.80K and 20K on postal values of 1.20K, 4.20K and
10K stamps respectively. Most were purchased and used by German government
officials and the occupying military personnel. The Czech populace generally had
insufficient funds or no motivation to utilize these semi-postal issues to mail
anything! In section 6.5, I displayed an interesting cover (Figure 10) correctly
franked with five 10K + 20K semi-postal stamps and a V label (currency delivery)
indicating the inclusion of 250,000K in cash mailed from one Prague address to
another.

During the final months of the Protectorate, only three regular issue stamps
were introduced. A 4.20K denomination of the Hitler profile set was added to meet
the registered cover rate within the German occupied territories (section 7.2). A
more popular pair of stamps depicting St. Vitus Cathedral in Prague was issued in
1.50K and 2.50K denominations to meet the domestic and international rates for
letters weighing up to 20 grams
(section 7.1).

Parts of the Protectorate
remained under German control
until the formal military surrender
of May 1945. The use of Liberation
overprints to express freedom and
still maintain some level of func-
tional postal service communica-
tion was critical to transition back
to the full autonomy of a Czechoslovak led government. I displayed five sets of over
90 known Liberation overprint styles (section 7.3). The stamps selected for the
overprinting were typically from the Hitler profile set because of their availability
and the desire to obliterate any image of the despised oppressor. The number of
overprinted stamps was generally very limited and were only used for a few days
prior to the May 16 dissolution of the Protectorate (Figure 11).

One week after the reunification of a liberated Czechoslovakia, a nine stamp
set was issued by the reestablished recognized government. The chosen design for
this set was the linden leaves image,
created by Czech designers, first
introduced for use in the Protectorate in
late August 1939 (section 7.4). The
CESKOSLOVENSKO heading at the top
replaced the bilingual references to the
Protectorate name (Figure 12). 1
displayed three covers without any
evidence of inspection or censoring,
symbolic of a liberated free nation.

The presentation of the Protectorate
regular and semi-postal issues, primarily in chronological order, together with
nearly 200 covers, postal cards, parcel cards and commemorative cards, help to tell
the story of an occupied region that was Bohemia and Moravia. The tables below
provide detailed information for those issues.

Figure 11

S e T T T

Figure 12
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Sec. # Issue (Regular) # Stamps Postal Value Validity Period
5h, 10, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 60,
2.2 Provisional Overprints 19 1Kc(2), 1.20, 1.50, 1.60, 2, | 15 July 1939 - 15 Dec 1939
2.50,3,4,5,10
- 40h, 50, 60, 1K, 1.20, 1.50, 2,
341 Castles, Churches and Cities | 13 250.3.4,5 10 29 July 1939 - 31 Mar 1943
3.2 Linden Leaves | 8 5h, 10, 20, 25, 30(2), 40, 50 | 30 Aug 1939 — 31 Mar 1943
33 Castles, Churches and Cities Il 9 50h, 80, 1.20K, 2,5, 6,8,10,20 | 31 Mar 1940 — 31 Mar 1943
34 Linden Leaves || 3 60h, 80, 1K 28 July 1940 — 31 Mar 1943
35 Castles, Churches and Cities Il 5 1.20K, 1.50, 2, 2.50, 3 28 July 1940 — 31 Mar 1943
3.6 Antonin Dvorak 2 60h, 1.20K 25 Aug 1941 — 31 Dec 1941
37 Prague Fair 4 30h, 60, 1.20K, 2.50 7 Sept 1941 - 31 Dec 1941
3.8 Protectorate 3¢ Anniversary 2 1.20K, 2.50 15 Mar 1942 - 31 Dec 1942
10h, 30, 40, 50, 60, 80, 1K, 1.20,
5.1 Hitler Regular 22 150, 1.60, 2,240,250, 3,4,5, | 1 July 1942 — 16 May 1945
6, 8, 10, 20, 30, 50
52 Stamp Day 1 60h 10 Jan 1943 - 30 June 1943
5.3 Wilhelm Richard Wagner 3 60h, 1.20K, 2.50 22 May 1943 — 30 Sept 1943
7.1 Saint Vitus Cathedral 2 1.50K, 2.50 21 Nov 1944 - 16 May 1945
72 Hitler Regular 1 4.20K 1 Feb 1945 - 16 May 1945
Sec. # Issue (Semi-Postal) # Stamps Postal Value + Surcharge Validity Date
41 1940 Red Cross 2 60h +40h, 1.20K + 80h 29 June 1940 - 31 Dec 1940
42 1941 Red Cross 2 60h +40h, 1.20K + 80h 20 April 1941 — 31 Dec 1941
30h +30h, 60h +60h, 1.20K + 1.20K,
43 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 4 250K +2 50K 25 Oct 1941 - 31 Jan 1942
. ) 30h + 20h, 60h + 40h, 1.20K + 80h, .
44 Hitler 53r Birthday 4 250K + 150K 20 April 1942 — 31 Dec 1942
45 1942 Red Cross 2 60h +40h, 1.20K + 80h 1 Sept 1942 — 31 Dec 1942
6.1 Winter Relief 3 60h +40h, 1.20K + 80h, 250K + 150K | 29 Jan 1943 - 30 June 1943
6.2 Hitler 54th Birthday 2 60h + 1.40K, 1.20K + 8.80K 20 April 1943 — 30 Sept 1943
6.3 Reinhard Heydrich 1 60h +4.40K 28 May 1943 — 30 June 1943
6.4 1943 Red Cross 1 1.20K + 8.80K 16 Sept 1943 — 31 Dec 1943
65 | Protectorate 5n Anniversary | 3 1.20K + 3?% :1228}5 +10.80K, 1 15 Mar 1944 - 31 Dec 1944
6.6 Hitler 55t Birthday 2 60h + 1.40K, 1.20K + 3.80K 20 April 1944 — 31 Dec 1944
6.7 BedFich Smetana 2 60h + 1.40K, 1.20K + 3.80K 12 May 1944 - 16 May 1945
REFERENCES:
1.  George Kobylka, George Blizil. Bohemia & Moravia, Slovakia Handbook; Czechoslovak
Philatelic Society of North America.
2. Karel Holoubek. Compendium of 1944-1945 Liberation Overprints- Monograph 25;
Czechoslovak Philatelic Society of Great Britain.
3. Pofis catalog- Protektorat Cechy a Morava 1939-1945 (2015 edition); Frantiek Benes et al,
Klubem Filatelie, Klimentska 6, 110 00, Praha 1.
4.  Pofis catalog- Ceskoslovensko 1919-1939 (2015 edition); FrantiSek Benes et al, Klubem Filatelie,

Klimentska 6, 110 00, Praha 1.
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ADVERTISEMENT

NEED CZECHOSLOVAK STAMPS
or PHILATELIC ITEMS??

(This offer is for members only)

Once again | would like to remind you of this great opportunity to get
the CzSI, B&M, Cz, Sl, and ES stamps that you need at 85%, 66%, or 40%
(MNH, mint, used) of Scott catalog prices. My ads in 2019 (Winter, pg 13;
Spring, pg 28; Summer, pg 21; Fall, pg 18) gave you some idea of what is
available.

In addition, | have these kinds of Slovak stamps plus souvenir sheets,
sheets of 4, post cards, and covers. Although most of these example stamps
show WW Il Slovak stamps, | also have most of those issued from 1993
through the 2000’s in MNH condition.

. ~.
SLOVENSKO

All items are guaranteed.
I will give you the best item or set that | have -- so order early.

Ludvik “Lou” Svoboda 4766 S. Helena Way
Lousvoboda@comcast.net 303-680-7118  Aurora, CO 80015
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PHILATELIC NEWS AND VIEWS

From Keith Hart
1) On February 1, 2020 The Czech Republic adjusted some postal rates to
comply with the European Delivery Standards system that allows a choice to
send some items either Priority Mail or Economy. Below are listed the rates for
items up to 50g.
Domestic letters priority 26 K¢ (stamps with a designated value “A”)
economy 19 K¢ (stamps with a designated value “B”)
Domestic registered mail  priority 54K¢
economy 47 K¢
International letters European countries 39 K¢
non-European countries, priority 45 K¢,
economy 39 K¢
The first issues of the “B” designated stamps are reviewed in the New
Issues section.

2) At the Sarasota National Stamp Exhibition in February the following
members received awards for their exhibits:

Ludvik V. Svoboda — Trials and Tribulations with Czechoslovakia’s
Hradéany 1918-1920. This received a Large Vermeil, as well as the SCP’s
Alfons Mucha Medal for Best Czechoslovak Exhibit.

Richard G. Palaschak - The First Commemorative Issues of Czechoslo-
vakia. This received a Vermeil, as well as the Silver Medal awarded by the SCP.

James A. Buckner — Expressions of Grief: The Development and Use of
Masaryk Mourning Stamps, Cancels, and Covers from Czechoslovakia.
This received a Vermeil, as well as the Bronze Medal awarded by the SCP.

Alan Hanzl - Czechoslovakia’s Philatelic Exhibition Souvenir Sheets of
1937 and 1938. This received a Large Silver, as well as the Gold Medal
awarded by the SCP, and the American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors
Benninghoff Encouragement Award.

3) At our Annual Board Meeting, held at
the Sarasota Show, it was agreed that the
next Board Meeting would probably be at The
Rocky Mountain Stamp Show to be held at
The Arapahoe County Fairgrounds in Aurora,
Colorado, in May 2021. Further details will
be announced in the next issues of The Czecho-
slovak Specialist.

4) The virus COVID-19 has disrupted all of
our lives at present. It has also wreaked
havoc on planned philatelic exhibitions and
special stamp related products. One casualty
seems to have been the postal card shown
here that was to have been issued at the same :
time as the cancelled SPERATEL SpPring | s e s s s o s us et veiss,
Show in Prague. It celebrates the most fa- ;:’fﬁm@ﬁﬁ:&ﬁﬁfﬂmm“mm
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mous car from the communist era- the Trabant, which was pretty much a
motorcycle motor with a ridiculously small car body around it. Czech friends once
persuaded me to travel in one for a couple of miles and it was a noisy, uncomfort-
able (but unforgettable) experience. It was however the only vehicle that most
people could acquire during that time. Details of the postal card disappeared from
the Pofis website in March. There could be examples of it around, but possibly not
postally used. Let me know if you see any!

5) Welcome to three New Members:

#2204 Martin Kent Miller, Greer, SC

#2205 Mark Postmus, Elgin, SC

#2206 Satchel Kornfeld, Takoma Park, MD

Thank you for joining. Please remember that we are here to help you in any
way. If you have any queries about collecting please let me know.

6) I had thought that there was nothing else to say about The Shanghai Cover.
I was mistaken. The China Stamp Society table was directly in front of ours at
the Sarasota National Stamp Exhibition and I questioned them about the circular
‘chop’ on the back of the cover. They were of the opinion that it was a censor
marking and this was also mentioned as being so in an email from member
William Sandrik. It would seem likely that originally the chop was used for mail
only delivered to the area enclosed by the Shanghai International Concession at
that time. What is still uncertain is why the chop continued to be used after the
Concession was overrun by Japanese forces following the attack on Pearl Harbor
in 1941. Examples of the chop can be found on mail up to 1947.

7) Alan Soble, honorary editor of Czechout, informed me of two updated websites
that he oversees. https:/asoble.wixsite.com/the-jof-ph-1850-1950 links you with
The Journal of Central and Eastern European Postal History, 1850-1950.
The closely related site https:/asoble7.wixsite.com/zakar contains the full archive
(49 newsletters) of The Sub-Carpathian Messenger, which was published from
2008-2018 and printed studies of the postal history of the Carpatho-Ukraine for the
period 1850-1950. Anyone interested in postal history during the period of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire will find plenty of information at these two online
locations.

8) Starting from this issue, philatelic items reviewed in the New Issues sections
for the two countries we cover will include the Czech and Slovak Pofis catalog
numbers for the stamps, covers and sheets referred to. I am doing this in part not
just for current readers of this journal, but also for people who might read the
information years from now. I find it frustrating sometimes when researching an
article that this hasn’t happened in previous journals from almost any source and
I trust this will be of help. I already try to include stamp catalog references for both
Pofis and Scott at the end of articles.

9) As mentioned in our President’s Report the Society will have a presence at
BALPEX 2020, which at present is going to be held as planned. The BALPEX
committee will be making a final decision on whether to hold the show in late June.
Look for an announcement in our July newsletter. The venue and show hotel is
the Delta Baltimore Hunt Valley Inn, 245 Shawan Rd., Hunt Valley, MD 21031,
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tel: (410) 785-7000. Dates for the show are September 4-6, 2020 with opening
hours of 10am-6pm on Friday & Saturday, 10am-3pm on Sunday. Parking is free.
From I-83 use exit 20 (Shawan Road). Exhibit entries have to be submitted by
August 4, 2020.

10) Welcome to our new Board member, John Grabowski. He has many collecting
interests, principally early Czechoslovak issues- Hradéany and the 1st Postage
Dues. He also collects 20th century US Postal History. A member of our Society for
around 25 years, he has recently joined CPSGB as well. Became interested in
Czechoslovak philately through a pen-pal, and then when living in Chicago, met
Charlie Chesloe who helped mentor him. He is a retired APS judge and is looking
forward to meeting more SCP members and continuing to learn about Czech
philately.

11) As there seems to be a renewed interest in collecting covers, this issue includes
a first foray into a new section in the Specialist- Focus on Covers. This will
always be a relatively short article and perhaps not appear in every issue. The
chosen covers will probably not have particularly rare stamps on. In general I hope
that they will initiate replies pointing out details I did not mention (and perhaps
even shocking errors in assumptions I made!). I also encourage members to tell me
about interesting or unusual covers/entires they possess, which could of course
result in an article for the Specialist.

>SN SO SR SR>

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

I hope that all of you and your families are safe and doing well in these very
troubled times.

We just had our convention and Board Meeting at the Sarasota National
Stamp Exhibition 2020. Our participation was a success, We sold $949 of books
and signed up two new members. Our exhibits were successful — results are
reviewed in the Philatelic News and Views Column.

During the Board Meeting the following information was presented:

- Membership. We currently have about 152 members. That number is
slightly down from last year, and the numbers continue to slowly decrease. We
discussed several ideas on how to rejuvenate the Society.

- Financial. We are in good financial condition, and there is no reason to be
increasing the dues.

- Website. Our website was hacked this past January. As a result we will
have to install an enhanced firewall. Our webmaster has been authorized to spend
up to $500 to get an appropriate system.

- Book Sales. Sales at CHICAGOPEX and ARIPEX were very good with
almost $2,500 received. We have arranged for a new book delivery system that
should ensure reasonable prices and shipping costs. Unfortunately that system is
delayed because of the current travel restrictions, but books are ready to be sent as
soon as restrictions are lifted.
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- Editor’s Report. Keith was congratulated on the terrific job that he has
been doing as the new editor. Among other advancements, he has established
strengthened connections with other CzSl philatelic societies, as well as new ones
with the Czech and Slovak postal administrations. Discussions were held on how
to reduce the costs of producing the Specialist, but no decisions were made, pending
further investigation. It has always been the goal of having the basic dues cover
the cost of producing the Specialist, but that is not the case at present.

- Library. Because the Society library is not being used very much, it was
decided to institute two procedures: first, the Society will no longer expend funds
to place expensive books in the library, and two, while we have been keeping two
copies of books likely to be borrowed, we will now sell the second copy to our
membership in a special sale, So please watch for this in the future.

- Future Conventions/Shows. We will hold an informal meeting at
BALPEX 2020, September 4-6. We will have a table for meeting members and
selling books, and will exhibit, but there will not be a Board Meeting. For 2021, we
are planning to be at Rocky Mountain Stamp Show (RMSS), May 28-30, in Aurora,
CO, a suburb of Denver. For 2022, it is Garfield-Perry (Cleveland) and then for
2023, NAPEX (McLean, VA-near DC).

- Auction. The Board was disappointed with the results and participation of
the trial auction held in 2019. The timing of events/auction, the small number of
items, and poor advertising all contributed to this. A number of changes to future
auctions are being worked out, including holding the auction from September
through mid-November, opening up the item contributors, and more frequent and
thorough advertising.

Under new business:

- New Board member. We discussed who we might get to fill a vacancy on
the Board. Subsequently, at the Awards Dinner, our member, John Grabowski,
volunteered. Welcome, John, and thank you.

- New Vice-President. A call for a volunteer to be vice-president followed.
James Buckner volunteered. Thank you, James.

- The Specialist. Among the ideas being investigated is to reduce the print
run (since we have fewer members now) which could save us several hundred
dollars, also to change the size of the Specialist to a larger size (8 %”x 11”), which
could save costs through the use of a more standard sized paper and allow us to use
larger text and possibly a two-column format. This would lead to a 20 or 24 page
issue which would equate to our normal 44 pages with the current format.

- Rejuvenation/Technology Revolution. We are looking for ideas on how to
use technology to attract younger members. Some societies have come up with
computer applications which introduce young potential members to specialized
areas of stamp collecting (space exploration, art, animals, cartoon characters, etc.).
We are working with this. Then, we need to make our conventions more attractive
to our members. One idea is to have a room at conventions where members can
bring and display their excess philatelic materials to offer for sale to other mem-
bers. Also, we are planning to copy a CPSGB idea of having a monthly newsletter
that will be distributed via e-mail to our members. It could have many uses — the
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dissemination of timely Society news, keeping the Society in the minds of members
between Specialist issues, advising the members of auction schedules, reminding
them that they need to renew membership and how to do it, and finally, even
allowing members to put up items for sale.

- Glossary, 4th Edition. We are almost out of our Glossary of Philatelic

Technology, 3rd Edition. We are in the process of a complete update of this best
seller publication.

- Scott Catalog Evaluations. If you have discovered any significant discrep-
ancies in the Scott catalogs (Czechoslovakia, Slovakia, Bohemia & Moravia, East-
ern Silesia), please let us know for our input to them.

- Verner/Majer Memorial. Rich Palaschak suggested that the Society
should establish a program to honor Jaroslav Verner and Jiri Majer, friends and
very long-time members and contributors/exhibitors of Czechoslovak stamps and
other philately. Both passed away within two months of each other last year. The
idea at this time is to have a program which pays for the frames of a new
Czechoslovak/Czech/Slovak exhibit to be displayed at our yearly convention, or to
pay for the frames of such an exhibit that is the first exhibit being displayed by a
new member.

- Perfins Study Group. A group to study Czechoslovak/Czech/Slovak perfins
has been formed under Jerry Hejduk, Rich Palaschak and Vera Devlin. See an
introductory article elsewhere in this issue on how you can get involved with this
group. — Ludvik Svoboda

ADVERTISING RATES FOR THE SPECIALIST

An;c;)uar;te ] One Issue Two Issues Four Issues
Back cover page $50.00 $85.00 $150.00
Full Page $35.00 $55.00 $105.00
Half Page $20.00 $32.00 $60.00
Quarter Page $12.00 $20.00 $36.00
Eighth Page $8.00 $13.00 $24.00

1. All amounts are total cost. Payment must accompany the ad. Make check
out to Society for Czechoslovak Philately or “SCP. Ads will not be placed
until they are paid for. Members are entitled to a 15% discount, if they ask for it.
The actual size of a full page advertisement is 5 inches by 8 inches.
The back cover page must be purchased as a whole -- no partial pages.
Submit your advertisement copy double-spaced and typed, or legibly printed.
It is the advertiser’s responsibility that the copy be correct since the
advertisement will be printed exactly as it is received, in other words, as is.
We reserve the right to correct spelling and grammatical mistakes.
Send copy and payment to:

Ludvik Svoboda, 4766 S. Helena Way, Aurora, CO 80015
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FOCUS ON COVERS

The rationale for this cover is centered around a celebration of the first
anniversary of the liberation of Prague at the end of World War II. Between
May 5-8, 1945, as the Nazis started to evacuate the city, the populace launched
an uprising against them. On May 8th a cease fire was agreed, and the
following day forces of the Soviet Union’s Red Army entered the city. The date
of this first celebration was deemed to be May 9.

ween 1946

Figure 1

The design of the cachet appears to be based on a watercolor painting (by
an unknown designer) and shows a view of Prague as approximately seen from
the position of the National Theater. Looking across the Vltava to Charles
Bridge, with Hradcany beyond. The castle looks impressively massive and
formidable, as befits a proud nation with regained freedom. The scene is
wreathed with two branches of linden leaves formed into a “V” shape, probably
signifying victory over Germany and the Axis powers (Figure 1). The cover has
four stamps. The two in the lower right corner are from the portrait series
issued on October 10, 1945, a 60h with Edvard Benes [Pofis 415, Scott 294]and
a 15 Kés Tomas Masaryk [Pofis 427, Scott 304]. In the upper right corner are
the two stamps issued on May 5, 1946 which show St.
George slaying a dragon [Pofis 433-4, Scott B156-7].
These two stamps carried a fairly hefty surcharge
which aided orphans from World War II. The cover
was both registered and sent by airmail from the post
office within Prague Castle. The red cancellation and
the registered mail sticker both have the “Praha 10-
Hrad” designation for this post office. The circular red
cancellation has a female figure symbolizing the
Czechoslovak Republic. She is pointing into the dis-

Figure 2
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tance, conceivably steering expelled Sudetenlanders in the direction of Germa-
ny. The tip of her sword is pointing at the letter “V” in the cancellation (Figure 2).

The wording in the bottom half of the cancellation is “Vyroc¢i Kvétnové
Revoluce” (Anniversary of the May Revolution), over “Osvobuzeni Republiky”
(Liberated Republic). The date within the cancellation 1s “9.V.1946”, which
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Figure 3

also has a mysterious “b” underneath. This is not something originating just
from this post office as another cover in my possession, mailed at the Praha 1
post office, has the same letter under the date in the identical cancellation. As
the stamps filled the entire right hand side of the cover there was no room for
a mailing address, which was entered on the back (Figure 3). The letter only
took three days to arrive at the New York’s registered mail division and within
another day it was at Grand Central Station post office, extremely close to its
final destination on Lexington Avenue. The sender is not known.

Many thanks to member Vera Devlin who kindly allowed me to temporari-
ly pilfer this cover from her possession. It should be safely back in her own
collection by now.

Keith Hart

SOCIETY FOR HUNGARIAN PHILATELY

If you are a collector/enthusiast of that period when Czechoslovak and
Hungarian philately overlaps, as well as the earlier shared postal history, you
should consider joining the Society for Hungarian Philately (SHP).
Annual membership includes four issues of The News of Hungarian Philately,
access to member’s sections of their website, and participation in their
quarterly auction. Annual dues are $25 for N. America, $30 Worldwide, or
$20 for online access only. You can join by following the link on the home page
of their website, www.hungarianphilately.org, using PayPal (adding $1 to
whichever level you require), or direct to the treasurer, Wes Learned, P.O. Box
802, Powell, WY 82435-0802.
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NEW ISSUES
SLOVAKIA

by Keith Hart

1. On February 14, 2020 The Ministry of Transport and
Construction issued a 0.75 € stamp to celebrate the 75th
Anniversary of the Founding of the United
Nations[Pofis SK 706]. The stamp illustrates a flag
made up of the flags of the 193 member states (Figure 1)
and was designed by Marcel Bencik. It was produced by
Tiskarna Hradistko, s.r.o. (THS) using multi-colored off-
set and printed in sheets of 35 self-adhesive stamps. On
June 24, 1945 the 50 founding states, which included
Czechoslovakia, adopted the UN Charter, the basis for
the establishment of the United Nations at a conference

SLOVENSKO:

075

Figure 1

held in San Francisco on October 24, 1945. The organization replaced the failed
League of Nations, which had been established at the end of World War I. The UN
still does not totally fulfil its mission as not all of its current members follow the
principles set out in the original Charter, such as democratic government. The
power of veto, held by five members (China, France, Russia, UK, USA) of the

Security Council, often prevents courses of action that
would bring a solution for critical issues. Most recently
on December 20, 2019, China and Russia vetoed a propo-
sition that would have allowed humanitarian assistance
to victims of the civil war in Syria. The UN Postal
Authority issues its own postage stamps from its three
post offices in New York, Vienna and Geneva. The most
recent issue, four stamps from each office, focused on
endangered migratory species. The cachet of the FDC is

Figure 2

a geometric abstraction created by accenting colors from individual flags (Figure 2)
and the FDC cancellation shows the familiar UN globe surrounded by laurel leaves.
The first permanent Czechoslovak representative to the UN was the Slovak diplo-
mat and lawyer, Jan Papanek. He is shown on a commemorative sheet [Pofis SK
071Pal706/20] issued on the same day (1.61 €).
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Figure 3

2. On February 28, 2020 the Ministry issued a 0.65 € stamp to
commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the Establishment
of the Slovak National Theater [Pofis SK 707]. The stamp,
designed by Daniela Olenikova, depicts an evening view of the
original historic building of the theater, with allegorical figures
representing the three ensembles- drama, ballet, and opera
(Figure 3). The stamp was produced by THS using multi-col-
ored offset in printing sheets of 50. The Slovak National
Theater (SND) was originally based in what was originally The
Municipal Theater, situated in Hviezdoslav Square. Before
1919 performances there were only in German and Hungarian.
For much of the 1920s the presentations were mostly in Czech,
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but eventually the number of performances became
increasingly in Slovak. In 2007 a new theater was
opened on the left bank of the Danube near the Eurovea
entertainment complex. The three companies use both
buildings which allows for many more performances at
these extremely popular venues. The FDC, printed by
BB Print, s.r.o., has a cachet with a view from the rear
of the stage (Figure 4), while the FDC cancellation has
an ornamental detail from the roof of the original build-
ing. A commemorative sheet [Pofis SK 072Pal.707/20],
depicting an audience view from the balcony was issued
on the same day (1.61 €).

Figure 4

3. On March 3, 2020 the Ministry issued a miniature sheet to celebrate the 20th
Anniversary of the Slovak Postal Museum in Banska Bystrica. The T2 50g
stamp was originally issued on June 2, 2017. The sheet, designed by Adrian Ferda,
has eight stamps, with eight different
coupons within the sheet (Figure 5). It
was produced in a limited and num- EE
bered edition of 700. There is a lower A SRS
coupon with an historic postal horn, also Ay

a top left coupon with the logo of Good a
Idea Slovakia. In addition, the number g

of the sheet from the limited edition is 2arEmstes
printed at the top left of the selvage.
The coupons shown all depict artifacts éa
from the collections of the Postal Muse-

um. The sheet was also available to be VNSO
printed with personalized coupons. This g

# 004201

sheet was issued to coincide with an
exhibit at the Slovak Postal Museum in
Banska Bystrica. The exhibit was to
have shown the development of the mu-
seum during its 20 years of existence
and allow visitors to see parts of the
museum not usually open to the public.
The opening ceremony was held on
March 10, 2010 but the exhibition was
cancelled/postponed due to COVID-19.
As the exhibit was intended to close on
September 3, 2020 there does seem a
chance that it will be open for a short
period and that this sheet will be for sale.
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Figure 5

4. On March 13, 2020 the Ministry issued a stamp in the Easter series: Easter
2020 stamp: Traditional Slovak Blueprints [Pofis SK 708]. The T2 50g stamp
shows a fragment of a blueprint cloth (Figure 6) and was designed by Adrian Ferda.
It was produced by THS using multi-color offset in printing sheets of 50. Produc-

tion of the blueprint cloth in the Slovak lands dates back to latter part of the 18th
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Figure 6

Figure 7

5. On March 23, 2020 the Ministry issued a stamp and
a miniature sheet as a joint venture with the Italian
Postal Service. The 1.70 € circular stamp [Pofis SK 709]
shows a cyclist (Figure 8) as a symbol of environmental
protection in the field of public transport. It was de-
signed by Adrian Ferda and produced by THS using
multi-color offset in printing sheets of 30, as well as a
single self-adhesive stamp on a miniature sheet with 9 laasssasssssssssssssaasa
coupons (Figure 9), celebrating the stamp exhibition Figure 8

Milanophil 2020-

century, when the use of indigo to dye cloth became popular

throughout the world. By the middle of the 19th century blue-
print craftspeople started to provide specific services to villages
and towns, which resulted in the regional blueprint designs still
known today. The patterns were applied to the cloth by hand
with the help of patterned forms which were generally either
pear-tree wood, or wood combined with wire and metal strips.
The forms were coated with clay (rezerva) which prevented
penetration of the dye into the area covered by it. Intensity of the

blue was produced by repeated submersion of the cloth into a
cold indigo solution (kypa). The FDC cachet (Figure 7) de-
picts one of the wooden print forms, used to depress a blue-
print pattern with a motif of oak leaves. The FDC
cancellation shows a typical pattern of flowers. A stamp
booklet containing eight self-adhesive stamps [Pofis SK 091
7.7, 708/20] was issued the same day, as was a pictorial postal
card [Pofis SK 029 CP 708/20].

[Ed. note: My thanks to Tomds Mikolaj from the Center for
Folk Art Production in Bratislava for use of his original notes
in Slovak from which this is a translated and edited form.]

LSONTELYZHAN
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ACT-

NOW, which itself was co-
sponsored by the United
Nations. ActNow is the
United Nations global call
to individuals for action on
climate change. Through
education ActNow aims to
encourage people to adjust
their consumption patterns.
Only by changing our hab-
its and routines will man-
kind have the power to
confront environment
change. The ten circular
emblems on the miniature
sheet contain examples for
people to aspire to. From

| | ACT N&AW

1. OSPRCHOVAT SAZA'S MINUT

LPOLOE I VEOARIL & TALIANSROL MILANDPIL 3030 | EMISSHONE CONGIUNTA O ITALIA MILANDRIL 2030

Figure 9
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top left to bottom right they suggest changes that can be made- 1) limiting showers
to 5 minutes, 2) turning off unnecessary lights 3) cycling instead of using powered

— iy
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Figure 10

=7 transport, 4) unplugging electrical items when not

being used, 5) increased consumption of meat-free
meals, 6) refill and reuse beverage/water containers, 7)
consume local produce, 8) upcycle and reuse clothing,
9) recycle everything you can, 10) bring your own bag
when shopping. The FDC cachet has a landscape
symbolizing untouched natural resources (Fig. 10),
while the FDC cancellation depicts a globe wrapped
with flowers.

[Ed. note: As Milan was one of the European epicenters
of the COVID-19 virus, the exhibition was postponed,
probably cancelled. The Exhibition Center is currently
an emergency field hospital for COVID-19 patients.

This stamp and miniature sheet were issued as planned. The Ministry determined
that the underlying theme of the exhibition, protection of the environment, was

worthy enough to issue the stamp to support the UN’s cause.]

6. On March 30, 2020 the Ministry issued a commemora-
tive stamp to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of the
Birth of Andrej Sladkovi¢ (1820-1872) [Pofis SK 710].
The 1.00 € stamp shows a portrait of Sladkovi¢ (Figure
11) and was designed by Karol Felix, engraved by Jozef
Cesla and produced by THS in printing sheets of 50,
using a combination of flat plate recess printing and
offset. Sladkovi¢ was a romantic poet, translator, liter-

LA A A B A B A A B L AL s .S

ary critic and Evangelical priest. He was a leading
supporter of TLudovit Star during the Slovak National
Revival, also one of the founders of Matica Slovenska, the
Slovak cultural and educational organization that revitalized
Slovaks in their quest for recognition of their language, autono-
my and independence from the Kingdom of Hungary. His most
famous poetic works are Marina, a love poem that praises
women, who were symbolically shrouded as the Slovak people,
and Detvan, an idyllic epic that celebrates the beauty of the
Slovak lands and the people who inhabit it. As a translator he
introduced the works of Voltaire, Goethe, Puskin, and Racine
to the Slovaks in their own language. The FDC cachet depicts
an image of the fictional Marina (Figure 12) and the FDC
cancellation is a facsimile of the poet’s signature.

7. On April 15, 2020 the Ministry should have issued a 1.55 €
stamp to commemorate the XXXII Summer Olympic Games
- Tokyo. The main motif of the stamp depicts runners in a relay

Figure 11

Figure 12

race (Figure 13), together with the insignia of the Slovak Olympic and Sports
Committee. The stamp was designed by Nana Furiya. As the Tokyo Olympic Games
have been postponed until 2021 the Ministry decided to store the 20,000 sheets
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already printed and issue them as and when a revised
date is decided upon, which will be approximately
April 15, 2021 as hinted by the Ministry.

8. On April 30, 2020 the Ministry issued a stamp in
the series EUROPA 2020: Ancient Mail Routes -
The Magna Via [Pofis SK 711]. The 1.20€ stamp
Figure 13 shows two medieval horsemen with the Magna Via
on an antique map in the background (Figure 14).
The stamp was designed by Lubomir Palo and produced by THS using offset
technology in a miniature sheet of eight. The first roads go back to pre-historic
times when small villages became connected to nearby larger towns. Gradually
this system of rutted thoroughfares became more sophlstlcated The Roman
Empire built the first extended European road : ]
system to connect Rome with its vast territory.
The lands which are now Slovakia were at the
edge of this area. Roman Legions used it for
supplies as well as the scrolls which directed
their regional leaders to comply with the latest
directives from Rome. At this time the Roman
fortress city of Carnuntum lay halfway (20
miles) between the modern cities of Bratislava Figure 14
and Vienna. After the empire collapsed the road
system remained and was further improved during the reign of the Emperor
Charlemagne starting at the end of the 8th century AD. The Frankish knights used
it to communicate with trading areas far beyond
Europe. This became a major focal point on what
became known as the Magna Via. Travelling west ' %oft%on.
from this point the road connected with Frankfurt, a
hub with connections to the furthest cities of western
Europe and the island of Britain. Going north the
road system linked with the Via Regia near Lublin
and onwards to the major Baltic port of Gdansk. In
the south west direction were Venice, Florence and
Rome. To the south east lay Constantinople with its
major trade routes into Asia. The modern pan-Euro-
pean road system still largely follows these original
routes. The FDC cachet shows a 17th century mail
carrier (Figure 15) and the FDC cancellation depicts
a postal horn. A booklet with six self-adhesive
stamps [Pofis 095Z7Z 711/20] was issued on the same Figure 15
day, as was a collection sheet.
[Ed. note: A stamp issue planned for later this year will tell the story of the
Danubian Limes, the lengthy defensive barrier on the northern edge of the Roman
Empire. Carnuntum was part of that protective border.]

SLOVENSKO
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9. On May 13, 2020 the Ministry issued a commemorative stamp in the series
Personalities: Maximilian Hell (1720-1792). The T2 50g stamp [Pofis SK 712]
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celebrates the 300th anniversary of the astronomer’s birth and
shows a portrait of him (Figure 16) based on an engraving by
Janos Blaschke. The other motif of the stamp and adjacent
coupon is a map of the moon published by Hell in 1764. The
{ stamp was designed by Vladislav Rostoka and produced by
THS using offset technology in printing sheets of 25, with 25
coupons. The motifs of the coupon are from Hell’s published
studies of the transit of Venus (1770), and his calculation of
Earth’s distance from the sun (1773). Maximilian Hell was an

important Slovak 18th centu-
ry astronomer who was also
an ordained Jesuit priest.
Figure 16 In 1755 he was appointed
Director of the Vienna Observatory, a position
he held until his death. His greatest quest was
an expedition to the Norwegian island of Varde
on the edge of the Arctic Circle, where he ob-
served the transit of Venus across the sun and
also studied the Aurora Borealis and the Earth’s
magnetic field. He additionally researched the Figure 17
fauna and flora of this arctic region. He pub-
lished many scientific studies and has a Moon crater and the minor planet 3727
named for him. The school in his home
Oalaiatar 1 village of Stiavnicke Bane also bears his
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name. The cachet of the FDC is a cross-
section of the telescope he used while in
Norway (Figure 17) and the FDC cancel-
20 ROKOV POSTOVEHO MUZEA lation is a sextant used for astronomy
' observations.
[Ed. note: My thanks to the Maximilian
Hell Civic Association for their original
notes in Slovak, from which this is a
translated and edited form. A Czechoslo-
vak stamp from 1970 celebrated the 250th
anniversary of Hell’s birth [Pofis 1814,
Scott 1670].]

© Slovenskd podta 302 CDV 243120

-@i! Postal Stationery
!l JE= 10. On March 10, 2020 the Ministry
AT SN B R Lz issued a prepaid postal card with addi-
O ol T tional imprint to celebrate the 20th anni-
A e A versary of the Slovak Postal Museum
in Banska Bystrica [Pofis SK 302 CDV
Figure 18 243/20]. The imprinted stamp with the
designated value T2 50g shows a vintage postal horn. The additional print,
designed by Adrian Ferda, shows a portrait of Baksaia Sohara Pala, a Director of

Telegraphs in Bratislava during the 19th century (Fig. 18). 1800 cards were issued.
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NEW ISSUES
CZECH REPUBLIC

by Keith Hart

1. On February 1, 2020 the Ministry of Industry and
Trade issued a definitive stamp with a value identified
by the letter “B” (19 K¢). The stamp, celebrating the
Favorit bicycle, [Pofis 1059] shows a vintage green
racing bike (Figure 1). It was designed by Petr Ptacek
and produced by Postovni tiskdrna cenin Praha, a.s.
(PTC) using multi-color offset in printing sheets of 50.
In the late years of the 19th century bicycle production
had commenced in Rokycany in western Bohemia.
Before World War II there were two manufacturers in
the town, Tripol and Tudor. Nationalization in 1948 merged the two companies
and renamed the company Favorit. At that time cycling was rapidly becoming a
preferred mode of transport. From 1950 all parts for every bike were manufac-
tured in Rokycany and production of the Td Favorit bike was commenced. This
soon became a phenomenon and by 1978 the millionth Favorit was produced.
Favorit F1S racing bikes became commonly used by international teams during the
1960s. After privatization in 1989 Favorit reacted to modern trends by concentrat-
ing on three types of bikes — Urban for the everyday user, F1 for road racing, and
F3 for off-road enjoyment and competition. Today all bicycles ordered are custom-
made to suit each owner’s size and preferred riding position. Bikes can only be
ordered online and are hand-delivered to each customer’s address when within the
Czech Republic.

[Ed. note: My thanks to the Favorit company website, www.favorit.cz for providing
me with the majority of the information provided above].

CESKA REPUBLIKA
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Figure 1

2. On February 1, 2020 the Ministry issued a definitive stamp with a value
identified by the letter “B”. The stamp commemorates Vintage Postal Uniforms
[Pofis 1060, booklet ref. VZS31] and shows a mounted courier in a red uniform,
announcing their arrival by sounding a postal horn (Figure 2). The stamp was
designed by Karel Zeman and produced by PTC using multi-color offset in booklets
of 10 self-adhesive stamps which are separated by a serrated cut. As early as the
mid-18th century uniforms had become the main identifier for postal personnel.
They cultivated a sense of professional pride and exclusivity among employees of
the postal service. Today uniforms serve as historic evidence of the material and
cultural history of the postal service, as well as defining period fashion, and the
social, economic and spiritual environment during the Austrian monarchy, as well
as during the time of Czechoslovakia, and todays Czech Republic.

3. On February 26, 2020 the Ministry issued a definitive stamp with a value
identified by the letter “B”. The stamp celebrates Easter [Pofis 1061] and shows
three colorful eggs whose nest is flower wreathed fresh spring grass (Figure 3).
The stamp was designed by Ladislava Pechova and produced by PTC using multi-
color offset in printing sheets of 50. Easter is a major Christian Holiday celebrat-
ing the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is also a period of celebrating spring-related
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Postovni uniformy

CESKA REFUBLIKA:
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CESKA HEPUBLIEA

CESKA REPUBLIKA
CESKA REPUBLIKA
CESKA REPUBLIKA
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CESKA REPUBLIKA

folk customs, only loosely related to the religious holiday. In
the Czech and Moravian lands colorful decorated eggs are given | Veiikonoce
by girls and women to boys and men, who nowadays thank e
them by virtually air whipping them gently with freshly braid-
ed twigs, which symbolically allows them to remain youthful
and fresh for the remainder of the year. The date of Easter

Figure 4

Figure 2

CESKA REPUBLIKA

changes from year to year, with Easter
Sunday falling on the first Sunday after
the first full moon following the spring

equinox. Figure 3

4. On February 26, 2020 the Ministry issued a miniature
sheet featuring a definitive stamp with a value identified by
the letter “B.” The stamp, designed by Vladimir
Suchanek [Pofis 1062], shows a Harlequin whispering in
the ear of a young woman (Figure 4). It is supplemented by
coupons representing other prints from his series Tempta-
tion. The sheet was produced by PTC using multi-color
offset in sheets of nine stamps and 12 coupons. The cou-
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pons were also available for personalization by individual customers. Vladimir
Suchéanek, born 1933 in Nové Mésto nad Metuji, is one of the foremost Czech
graphic artists. He has a masterful command of color lithography, which is his
preferred technique. He is also well-known as a designer of bookplates, more than
300 have been specifically designed for collectors across the globe. He is also an
occasional designer of postage stamps, his most famous being a joint issue from the
Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Poland, and the Vatican, which commemorat-

ed the 1000th anniversary of the death of St. Adelbert in 1997 [Pofis 141, Scott 3012].

5. On February 26, 2020 the Ministry issued a commemorative stamp to celebrate
100 years of The Constitutional Court [Pofis 1063]. The stamp, with a value
identified by the letter “B”, depicts two pillars of the constitutional system- Democ-
racy and the Rule of Law, seen through the columns standing at the entrance to
the Constitutional Court in Brno (Figure 5). The
stamp was designed by Jan Kavan and produced by | CESKA REPUBLIKA
PTC using multi-color offset in printing sheets of 50. e =
The original Constitutional Court of Czechoslovakia | = y Ay
was established soon after independence. It is dis-
tinct from the Supreme Court of the country and
functions to protect the people against violations of
the Constitution by either the legislature, the govern-
ment, or by any other issue that violates constitution-
al rights and freedoms. Decisions of the Court cannot be overturned except by
themselves. The Court is composed of 15 Justices who are appointed by the
President of the Czech Republic for a period of 10 years,
which can be renewed. A plenary session of the Court
is quorate when at least 10 Justices are present. A
majority of 9 must be attained to repeal any law, to
impeach the President, or to adopt a legal opinion
differentiating from one previously held. The cachet of
the FDC shows part of the decorative entrance to the
Court’s building in Brno (Figure 6) and the FDC cancel-
lation is based on a section sign (§) that symbolizes the Figure 6
commencement of a section or paragraph of a law.
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Figure 5

6. On March 11, 2020 the Ministry issued a 27 K¢ stamp to commemorate Castle
Kasperk [Pofis 1064]. The castle is shown from above with the castle towers
framed by the picturesque hills of Sumava National Park (Figure 7). The stamp
was designed by Adolf Absolon and produced by PTC using multi-color offset in
printing sheets of 8. The castle is situated
| near the small town of Kagperské Hory in
|| south western Bohemia, close to the border
with Germany. It is positioned on an ancient
trade route that connected Prague with Ba-
varia. The castle was established in 1356 by
King Charles IV to retain control of the sur-
rounding gold-rich region. Its windowless
towers protected the residential part of the
Figure 7 castle and made it less susceptible to attack.
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For 250 years it was owned by pledge-holding nobles of
the king, but eventually deteriorated due to lack of funds
for upkeep. In 1616 the abandoned castle was sold to the
town and it has remained in their possession ever since.
The FDC cachet, engraved by Martin Srb, shows the
castle from the base of the entrance road (Figure 8) and
the FDC cancellation is a silhouette of the castle.

7. On March 11, 2020 the Ministry issued a commemora-
tive miniature sheet to celebrate the diversity of the
work of architect Josef Gocar and architecture of
_ the city of Hradec Kralové [Pofis 1065, 1066, sheet

Figure 8 ref. A1065]. The sheet contains 23 K¢ and 45 K¢ stamps
and a coupon of the same size. Margins ' 7
of the sheet depict a map of the city

and produced by PTC using multi-color
offset. The 23 K¢ stamp is dedicated
to some of Goc¢ar’s Hradec Kralové
buildings. Gocar’s influence on the
city is immense. In the 1920s he devel
oped a zoning plan for the city center |
which is still in place a century later.
He also designed several important
buildings for the city which are shown [
on this stamp. Upper left of the stamp |
shows the J.K. Tyl Grammar School,
the frontage of which is designed to
look like an opening book. Lower left
shows a sculpture that adorns Masaryk
Square in the city center, and in the
lower right is a depiction of the remark-
able Church of Ambroz, a Czech Hus-
site church whose outline mirrors the
mills that originally surrounded the Figure 9
city. The FDC cachet, engraved by Vaclav Fajt, celebrates his virtuosity in urban
planning (Figure 10) and the FDC cancellation
— depicts a line drawing of a city center map. The 45
K¢ stamp has a portrait of Goéar in front of his
famous zoning plan for Hradec Kralové. Besides
el this inner city plan he provided a waterfront flood
= protection plan, an outer ring road with connecting
e roads into the city along with alternating residen-
== T —>~/i—— | tial and parkland areas. His most famous building,
! : ' from his early Cubist period is the House of the
Black Madonna in Prague. His later works em-
Figure 10 braced the use of reinforced concrete and were in
the Rondocubism style. The cachet of the FDC is

—
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dedicated to his interior designs, showing examples

of furnishings from his own dining room (Figure 11),

| [ B while the FDC cancellation is based on a business
= stamp from Gocar’s office.

)
|| l- 8. On March 11, 2020 the Ministry issued two
e commemorative stamps to celebrate Songbirds
- Around Us [Pofis 1067 and 1068]. Both stamps
TR have a value identified by the letter “B”. They were
designed by Jaromir and Libuse Knotek and pro-
Figure 11 duced by PTC using multi-color offset in printing
sheets of 50. The first stamp has depictions of
Goldfinch, Chaffinch and Hawfinch (Figure 12). These birds are all from the
Finch (Fringillidae) family which together with other birds from the Passerines
species form the largest group of birds found in the world. Many of these birds,
once commonly found in Europe, have found that densely populated areas are
rapidly encroaching on their habitat. This has led to abrupt declines in most
populations. The European Goldfinch, shown at the top of the stamp, is found
throughout Europe. It was often depicted in Italian Renaissance paintings featur-
ing the Madonna and Child. Their song is a pleasant tinkling medley of twills and
twitters. The Common Chaffinch, shown in the central portion of the stamp, is
almost certainly named after its habit of picking through heaps of discarded chaff
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after farmers thresh their crops. The Hawfinch occupies the bottom of the stamp.
It has a powerful bill, which is used to crack open seeds and fruit kernels. Its
favorite food by far are cherries. The digitally printed FDC cachet depicts two
flying finches, with a Common Chaffinch above a Hawfinch (Figure 13). The FDC
cancellation has an outline of two finches. The second stamp has examples of
Marsh Tit, European Crested Tit, Eurasian Blue Tit and Great Tit (Figure
14). The tits are from the Paridae family. They are extremely widespread
throughout the northern hemisphere. The Marsh Tit, at the top of the stamp, is
omnivorous and its food includes caterpillars, spiders, and seeds. It nests in tree
holes, sometimes enlarging them to provide room for the 5-9 eggs expected to be
laid. Second from top is the European Crested Tit which is easy to spot because of
its crest, the top of which is extremely prominent. It keeps up an almost constant
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talkative birdsong sounding like ‘zee, zee, zee’.

Third from the top is the Eurasian Blue Tit.
Despite its name this tit has an extremely large
range, covering all of Europe except for the far
north of Scandinavia. They are famed for their
ability to hang upside down when searching for
food. The lower bird on the stamp is a Great Tit,
which adapts extremely well to changes in its
environment caused by humans. This makes it a
commonly seen sight in gardens and urban parks.
An exceptionally vocal bird, it has around 40
types of songs and calls. The FDC cachet is a
digital print featuring a Great Tit flying above a

Figure 15

Eurasian Blue Tit (Figure 15) and the cancella-
tion is an outline drawing of two tits.

9. On March 25, 2020 the Ministry issued a definitive stamp with a value
identified by the letter “B”. The stamp celebrates the Honey Bee [Pofis 1069] and

shows bees on two different

flowers (Figure 16). The stamp was designed by

Jaromir and Libuse Knotek and produced by PTC
using multi-color offset in printing sheets of 40
self-adhesive stamps, which are separated by a ser-
rated cut. Honey bees are essential crop pollinators,
which may possibly become a serious problem if the
decline in their numbers continues. It was only in
2008 that scientists identified a complex culprit
called Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD). The causes
are not yet fully known, but it is probably a combina-
tion of several factors, including disease, invasive
species, pests, pollution, pesticides, and stress. Hive

Ceskd republika,

Figure 16

collapse is sudden, as nearly all the adult bees abandon the hive, leaving only the
queen and a few drones. At present only a few of the many bee species have become
endangered, but it is only with continued study and vigilance that bees will be able
to continue to aid the essential pollination of our plants and flowers.

10. On April 16, 2020 the Ministry issued a stamp in the series: EUROPA -

Ancient Mail Routes [Pofis

Figure 17

1070]. The stamp, with a value designated by the
letter “E” (39 K¢) depicts transportation of mail on a
horse-drawn carriage (Figure 17). The stamp was
designed by Jan Maget and produced by PTC using
multi-color offset in printing sheets of 6. In the Czech
lands development of mail services had commenced
with the service provided by Frederick I of Bohemia
in the 12th century. By the 16th century the Hab-
sburgs rulers had an extremely sophisticated net-
work that took mail throughout Europe and beyond.
From Prague the main mail routes went northwest to
Dresden where the Via Regia route provided commu-
nication with destinations to the east and west. In a
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Figure 18

southern direction mail passed through Tabor and
on to Linz where the Magna Via route provided
links eastward to Vienna and southward into Italy.
The FDC cachet depicts a modern mail van passing
a mail carrier riding a bicycle (Figure 18), cleverly
mimicking the same bend in the road shown on the
stamp, and the FDC cancellation shows a globe
surrounded by two envelopes.

Postal Stationery

11. On February 1, 2020 the Ministry issued a

definitive postal card. The imprinted stamp, a
Vintage Postal Uniform [Pofis CDV188A], has a

value identified by the letter “B” (Figure 19). Selling price for the card is 20 K¢.

The indicium is the same image as the stamp
mentioned in item 2 above.

12. On March 6, 2020 the Ministry issued a
postal card with additional printing to cele-
brate the international stamp exhibition
PHILATELIA MUNCHEN [Pofis P235]
which was held from March 6-8, 2020. The
imprinted stamp, a postal coach on Charles
Bridge, has a value identified by the letter
“E.” The additional print motif is a woman
trying to catch falling postage stamps with
her dress (Figure 20). Selling price for the
card is 44 K¢. [Ed. note: This exhibition was
closed after the first day due to COVID-19.
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and at the main post office at Prague 1].

Figure 19

PHILATELIA MUNCHEN
6.—8.3.2020

WO FestFila

13. On March 25, 2020 the Ministry issued
three postal cards with additional printing
that should have celebrated the Spring
Sbératel Collectors Fair, which would have
been held from March 27-28, 2020. Unfortu-
nately the Fair was cancelled due to the
COVID-19 virus. A competition, organized by
Ceska Posta and called Learn the Stamps had
been held for children to design their own
4 personal postage stamp, the prize being that
their designs, with assistance by Pavel Sivko,
would appear as imprinted stamps identified
by the letter “B.” The stamp design was also
used as the additional print on the cards.
Separated into three groups, the 3-6 year-old
section was won by Gaia Helebrandova and

Figure 20

shows her with their dog [Pofis CDV191]
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POZNAM ZNAMKY

Gaia Helebrandova
Vitézny navrh v kategorii 3-6let

POZNAM ZNAMKY

i -

Vitézny navrh v kategorii 7-10 let

Gabriela DiviSova

Figure 21

Figure 22

(Figure 21). The 7-10 year-old section was won by Gabriela Divisova and depicts
her with her dog [Pofis CDV190] (Fig. 22). The 11-15 year-old competition was won
by Alzbéta Kopkasova and shows a carousel (merry-go-round) with balloons [Pofis
CDV189] (Fig. 23). It would appear at this time that the cards were still issued for

sale at the main Prague 1 post office.

Alzbéta Kopkasova
Vitézny navrh v kategorii 11-15let

e
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AVAILABLE PUBLICATIONS
***CONTACT THE BOOK STORE BEFORE ORDERING
AS SOME PUBLICATIONS MIGHT BE SOLD OUT.***
Prices are postpaid in USA
(E=English, Cz=Czech, SI=Slovak, G=German, H=Hungarian)

JAMES’ SPECIAL SALE
Volumes 1-5 of the Monografie series
As a unique opportunity, we have the following volumes available as a set or individually.

These books are used, but in good condition with dust covers showing some wear. Published in Czech, they are offered
as a set for $175 or $40 per individual volume. Buyer will pay postage. A great opportunity to own these classics.
Vol. 1 - all aspects of Hrad&any issues; Vol.2- Posta Ceskoslovenska, first Masaryk Issues, Dove and Allegory issues;
Vol. 3- all definitive issues and covers 1923-1939; Vol. 4- airmail issues from 1918-1939; Vol. 5- all aspects of SO 1920 issues.

Catalogs
(NEW) CZECH REPUBLIC 1993-2019 (Cz) - Pofis, 318 pages in full color. Specialized information on all
issues. Updated from the previous edition.

2014 CESKOSLOVENSKO 1918-1939, Vol. | (Cz) and 2014 CESKOSLOVENSKO 1918-1939, Vol. Il (Cz)-
Merkur Revue, by Klim, Stolfa, and Filipek. Volumes sold together as a set ($55) or separately ($30). Vol |
covers all Hrad¢any, overprinted Hrad¢any, and their covers, including types, varieties, errors, plus concurrent
Austrian/Hungarian stamp usage. Vol Il covers all issues of Legionaire, Posta Ceskoslovenska 1919, Masaryk
1920, Pigeon, Chainbreaker, Husite, Agriculture & Science, Masaryk 1925, and Postage Due

NEW) 2019 CESKOSLOVENSKO 1918-1939, Vol. lll (Cz)- Merkur Revue, by Klim, Stolfa, and Filipek. This
new volume covers all stamp issues not covered in volumes | and II, including types, varieties, and errors for
Plebesite 1920, Scouts, postage due, express, and newspaper stamps of the First Republic.

MONOGRAFIE 7- CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION IN RUSSIA 1914-1920 (Cz)- Jaroslav Verner, Jifi Majer. A full
color, highly illustrated 344 page hard bound volume covering all aspects of the mails of the Czechoslovak
Legion in Russia and Siberia during and following WWI.

SPECIALIZED CATALOG OF 1944-1945 CARPATHO-UKRAINE (Cz)- by Jifi Majer. Hardbound, 160 pages in
color, with values listed based on actual market prices.

(FREE) 2015 CATALOG OF PERFINS ON HRADCANY STAMPS (CZ, SI)- SCF/ZSF, by Marentik and Sprefiar,
80 pages. Info on all the perfins that can be found on Hrad¢any Stamps, plus valuations. NOW AVAILABLE AS A PDF
FILE VIA EMAIL, FREE OF CHARGE. Please email Book Sales Manager James Buckner at wellseats@hotmail

1st Republic

(NEW) MONOGRAPH 31 - THE HRADCANY, A TECHNICAL HISTORY (E) - by Johan Sevenhuijsen and
Mark Wilson. A monograph in two parts. 264 pages in full color. Part one is a historical and philatelic study
covering technical issues, while part two is an appendix.

‘(NEW) MONOGRAPH 32- THE DOVE ISSUE(E)- by J.Ka3par, Moravec, M. Ka$par, Wilson. A handbook for
collectors of stamps and covers. Everything you would want to know about this issue, and more. 101 pages in
full color.

HRADCANY 25h VIOLET (Cz)- Merkur Review. 71 page study of every possible variety of combinations of
the spirals, partitions, and arch types

WEIPERT FALZUM-FORGERIES FROM VEJPRTY (Cz,G,E)- Merkur Review. Color documentary of the
forged Hrad¢any issues.

STAMPS WITH A PORTRAIT OF T.G. MASARYK (E)- by Henry Hahn. 30 pages, a supplement to the
September 1977 Specialist.

AGRICULTURE & SCIENCE ISSUE 1923 (Cz)

OBLOUKOVY TYPY (arch types), 25h HRADCANY, V KRESBA (5th design) (Cz)- by L. Olgina- POFIS. 25
pages of in-depth, well illustrated study. (see Jan/Feb 2007 issue of Specialist, p.21)

$ 25.00

$ 55.00/
$ 30.00

$ 36.00

$ 35.00

$ 26.00

FREE

$ 55.00

$ 36.00

$ 19.00

$ 19.00

$ 6.00

$ 10.00

$ 6.00
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MAIL OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK LEGIONS IN FRANCE (Cz, E)-by Jaroslav J. Verner. 80 page black/white ~ $ 12.00
and color English/Czech publication is the first on the subject and is published by the Society. It includes
political/historic content, development of units and their postal arrangements, illustrations of cancels, and point

valuation system (reviewed in Jan/Feb 2003 Specialist).

MANUAL FOR HRADCANY COLLECTORS- VOL.3 (Cz)- by Hamr & Skaloud. Continuation of previous $ 18.50
volumes (reviewed in Jan/Feb 2003 Specialist)
MONOGRAFIE 16 (Cz)- Part | catalog of 1918-1920 period postmarks, covering Safov-Zumberk, Slovakia. $ 22.50

MONOGRAPH 3- THE POSTA CESKOSLOVENSKO OVERPRINTS (E)- by Roy Dehn. 55 pages of a  $ 22.00
detailed and well-illustrated study of the 1919 overprints (1985, reprinted 2015).

MONOGRAPH 9- FIELD POST OF CZECHOSLOVAK & ALLIED FORCES IN RUSSIA 1918-1920 (E)- by W.A.Page.  $ 22.00
MONOGRAPH 11- THE SOKOLS IN PHILATELY- COMMEMORATIVE POSTMARKS AND POSTCARDS  § 25.00
(E) by Brian C. Day.

MONOGRAPH 13- THE HRADCANY ISSUE 1918-1920 (E)- by Robert Bradford $ 16.00
MONOGRAPH 17- CZECHOSLOVAK FIELD POST 1918-1921 (E) by Brian Day. $ 27.00

MONOGRAPH 20- THE EARLY POSTAL HISTORY OF CARPATHO-UKRAINE (E)- by Otto Hornung. 34 $ 33.00
pages in color. Has particular reference to the usage of the first postage stamps of Austria..

MONOGRAPH 22- POSTMARKS OF THE SO 1920 PLEBESCITE (E)- by Oldfich Tovacovsky ef al. 66 $ 30.00
pages in color. Four articles on various aspects of the postmarks used by Czechoslovakia in 1920 in the

plebiscite area of Eastern Silesia, together with the smaller areas of TeSin, Orava and Spis.

MONOGRAPH 23- THE 1923 AGRICULTURE AND SCIENCE ISSUE (E)- by Mark Wilson. 29 softoound A4~ $ 20.00
pages, 80 b/w illustrations. In this book Wilson combines several articles with further research. All of the stamp

types and subtypes are illustrated and described.

MONOGRAPH 29- WAR HOSPITALS IN BRUNN DURING THE GREAT WAR (E)- by Hans van Dooremalen. ~ $ 40.00
141 softbound A4 pages, with color illustrations. Provides insight into the mail from, cachets, and organization

of the war hospitals which were located in the Moravian city of Briinn (Brno).

World War Il

MONOGRAPH ON THE POSTAL STATIONERY IN SLOVAKIA 1939-1945. (Sl). by Foldes and Havlicek. $ 55.00
352 pages in full color. Detailed information on all postal cards and stationery issues during the period of the

Slovak State. This is the first time that anything of this nature has been published.

MONOGRAPH 4- CARPATHO-UKRAINE POSTAL MARKINGS, 1938-1945 (E)- by Juan E. Page $ 16.00
MONOGRAPH 6- GERMAN OCCUPATION OF SUDETENLAND 1938 (E)- by W.A.Dawson $ 26.00
MONOGRAPH 8- OCCUPATION OF CZECH FRONTIER TERRITORIES BY BECK'S POLAND FROM THE ~ § 20.00
POSTAL HISTORY VIEWPOINT (E)- by Jifi Neumann

MONOGRAPH 10- 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF CZECHOSLOVAK INDEPENDENCE (THE 1943 LONDON §$ 17.50
EXHIBITIONS) (E)- by Kralicek & Page.

MONOGRAPH 12- MILITARY CARDS OF THE EXILED CZECHOSLOVAK FORCES IN FRANCE AND  § 14.50
BRITAIN (E)- by Kraliéek & Page.

MONOGRAPH 14- THE LIBERATION OF OLOMOUC MAY 1945 (E)- by Robert J. Hill. $ 18.00
MONOGRAPH 15- POSTAL HISTORY OF THE FREE CZECHOSLOVAK FORCES IN GREAT BRITAIN, $ 22.00
1940-1945 (E)- by R. Beith

MONOGRAPH 16- THE CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION IN POLAND AND RUSSIA, and CZECHOSLOVAKS  § 24.00
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 1940-1943 (E)- by Dr. Vratislav Palkoska and Otto Hornung RDP.

MONOGRAPH 18- POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS FOLLOWING THE LIBERATION OF PRAGUE IN MAY $ 32.00
1945 (E)- by Robert J. Hill.

MONOGRAPH 19- BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA (E)- by John Hammonds and Reg Dixon. 81 pages, somein ~ $ 36.00
color. All postal rates for the era, all German Military mail. Best Protectorate Monograph to date (reviewed
Winter 2010) Updated in 2019 with new information and photos.

MONOGRAPH 25- COMPENDIUM OF 1944-1945 LIBERATION OVERPRINTS (E)- by Karel Holoubek, translated ¢ 50,00
by Robert J. Hill. 322 pages in biw. Includes CD of the book in color. Shows overprints of towns that were about to be
liberated along with extensive historical data about them (reviewed Fall 2012).
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MONOGRAPH 26- FREE CZECHOSLOVAK FORCES IN FRANCE 1939-1940 (E)- by Richard Beith.
72 pages in full color. A historical and philatelic study.

MONOGRAPH 27- CZECHOSLOVAK INDEPENDENT ARMOURED BRIGADE IN FRANCE & THEIR
RETURN HOME, 1944-1945 (E)- by Richard Beith. 54 pages in full color. A historical and philatelic study
intended as a companion to Monograph 26.

MONOGRAPH 30- CZECHOSLOVAK FORCES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM FROM 1940 (E)- by Richard
Beith. 160 pages in full color. A historic and philatelic study intended as a companion to Monographs 26 and 27.

THE THREE PREVIOUSLY LISTED ITEMS, MONOGRAPHS 26, 27, 30
ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AS A SET FOR $80.00, POSTAGE PAID.
General Reference

CZECH GRAPHICS UNION- TYPOGRAPHIC PLATE PRODUCTION TECHNOLOGY/PRACTICES AS
REVEALED BY THE FIRST REPUBLIC STAMPS (E)- by Mark Wilson. How the first stamps were produced,
very thoroughly illustrated. A must.

OCELOTISK Z PLOCHYCH DESEK (Vol 3), 1961-1968 (Cz)- Stamps and S/S produced by engraving
(intaglio), showing plate faults, +blue print.

GLOSSARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS (Cz, E)- 3rd edition. Translates Czech terms into English and back.
130 pages. (reviewed Mar/Apr 97)

THE PHILATELY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA FOR BEGINNERS (E)- by Phil Freer
MONOGRAFIE 25, (Vol 1) (Cz)- 90 years of the Czech Postal Museum.
MONOGRAPH 7, INDEX TO ARTICLES ON CZECHOSLOVAK PHILATELY 1950-1979 (E)- by James Negus.

MONOGRAPH 21. CARPATHO UKRAINE, POSTAL HISTORY AND STAMPS 1786-2000 (E), by J. Verleg.
218 pages in color. Comprehensive, extremely detailed study of this territory, including list of post offices and
postmarks.

MONOGRAPH 28-RAILWAY MAIL IN SLOVAKIA AND RUTHENIA (E)- by Dr. Anthony M. Goodbody,

FRPSL. 38+ A4 pages in color. Provides a detailed and fully illustrated survey of the Travelling Post Offices
and Conductor Posts in Slovak and Ruthenian territory from their inception in 1867 to modern times. The
appendix includes 12 tables giving full lists of TPOs and Conductor Posts arranged by period and lists of all
railway terminals and junctions in the area giving both Hungarian and Slovak names.

Specialist

DVD containing 20th Century issues of the SPECIALIST (1939-1999), along with index for them. Lower price
is for members in USA. Members from outside USA please add $1 for additional postage. Higher price is for
non-members in USA. Non-members from outside USA please add $1 for additional postage.

COMPLETE 20TH CENTURY SUBJECT INDEX, 1939-1999 (E)- Index of articles published in the
SPECIALIST over 61 years

CZECH POST POSTAL CARD commemorating the 60th Anniversary of the Society on May 31, 1999 (see
Jul/Aug 99, pages 1-3, Sep/Oct 1999, page 38)

$ 28.00

$ 25.00

$ 32.00

$ 7.00

$ 30.00

$ 20.00

$ 10.00
$ 35.00
$ 450
$ 35.00

$ 20.00

$ 10.00
$ 20.00

$ 9.00

$ 150

Please check by email to verify books
are available before ordering.
Non-members - Please add 25%

to the price plus full postage.
Foreign orders - Please contact for postage rate!

E-mail: wellseats@hotmail.com
“Free SCP Commemorative postal card with order over $25.00

Society for Czechoslovak Philately Inc.
Attention: James Buckner
322 Woodhaven Drive
Athens, GA 30606




